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Parade of ponds surfaces

Tour of 15 sites
to aid charities

By KAREN BAIER
Eagle Staff Writer
CRANBERRY TWP — Life pres-
ents problems. The trick is to turn
those problems into great solutions.
Charlotte Kallenbaugh is doing
that by participating this weel-
end in the Parade of Ponds fund-
raising event.
Each family with & garden on the
tour has named a charitable cause
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was thinking Niagara Falls and

Lake Kaltenbaugh," she admitted

with a laugh. J

The finished cascade travels light-

Iy from the top of the hill to bottom,
ding a bevy of brook babbles. B
small stream tinkies pl

into & medium small pond filled

with koi, most of which were born

on the spot.

“OIF to one side and at the bottom
of the mound, & section of hillside
was terraced with landscaping tim-
bers and planted with a variety of
perennials. The view from the moth-
erin-law

Another segment is an alpine
Anne’s lace and clumps of daisies. JACK NEELYBUTLER EA

A sibilant curve was crafted from Gyqrione Kaltanbaugh of Cranbsrry Township sits with her children Brandon, sites on display this weekend during the Parade of Pands charity taur, §
B See Ponds on Page 2 2, and Whitney, 8, beside a backyard pond that will be among 15 garden ceeds from the tour will go fo charilies designated by pond owners.
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the top of the hill to the bot-
tom of the garden, perfect for
sledding in winter. “We call it
the luge run,” she explained.

A wooden play center sits
atop the truncated mound.
Decks jutting out from the
main floor of the home con-
nect with the summit-climbing
footpaths by way of the
bridge. ‘

“Everybody loves the bridge.
You come out here and hear
the water, and your heart rate
just drops” as the sounds
relieve stress. “When we have
guests, they stand on the
bridge and look into the pond.
The kids play on it with
games like Billy Goats Gruff.”

For Kaltenbaugh, LAS St.
John Specialty Care Center
was a bridge to span one part
of her mother’s life with
another. After open-heart sur-
gery and a debilitating stroke,
. Philomena Krashel became a
resident of the facility.

“They cared for the entire
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Charlotte Kaltenbaugh and her children Bran-

JACK NEELY/BUTLER EAGLE

pond is among 15 garden sites on display this

don, 2, and Whitney, 8, watch the waterfall in weekend during the Parade of Ponds charity
their backyard pond in Cranberry Township. The tour.

family the entire time she was
there,” said Kaltenbaugh, who
has two children with her hus-
band, Donald. Kaltenbaugh’s
mother was a resident in the
Alzheimer’s wing for about
two years. Her son, Brandon,
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was 1 month old when his
grandmother checked into St.
John’s. The staff celebrated
his first birthday with a full-
blown party. i %
“Family is the most impor-
tant thing to me,” said
Kaltenbaugh, “I'm a nurse and

" I've been involved with very

few organizations that are tru-

ly caring and do everything to
support the family.”

“You can make monetary
donations and go to fundrais-
ers (for favorite charities) but
I wanted to do something
more” for St. John's, she said.

“To have people come and see

the garden and for the com-
munity to lend support or
become aware of St. John's,
that’s the best of both worlds.”
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IF YOU'RE GOING

WHAT: Parade of Ponds
self-guided tour ]
WHEN: This weekend; 10
a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday and
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday
WHERE: North Hills, Cran-
berry Township and Butler
COST: $20 per family will
give access to all 15 sites on
both days :
FOR INFORMATION: Bar-
bara Reck, 724-625-4790.




